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cipal control, the journeymen of the various crafts being
enjoined to bring in their rules to the mayor *. However,
in 1528 there was a return to the old policy of repression
when journeymen Dyers were ordered f to be servants and
not a craft or fellowship', and their assemblies were dis-
allowed 2. The prohibition was made general a few years
later (1549) *& ^e ordinance that " no journeymen shall
assemble or keep any quarterages ", that is, form an organiza-
tion and institute a common fund8. These strenuous efforts
on the part of the municipal bodies to check combinations
among the hired workers, when formed to raise wages and
to reduce the hours of labour, were seconded by the central
government. An Act of Parliament in 1548 forbade work- (ffi.) Par-
men to establish unions to improve the conditions of labour.
It recited that artificers " have made confederacies and
promises and have sworn mutual oaths, not only that they
should not meddle one with another's work and perform and
finish that another hath begun, but also to constitute and
appoint how much work they should do in a day and what
hours and times they shall work, contrary to the laws and
statutes of this realm". This measure anticipated the
Combination Acts of the eighteenth century, and severe
penalties were imposed upon those who associated together
to " do their works but at a certain price and rate ". The
first offence was to be punished by a fine of ten pounds or
imprisonment, the second by twenty pounds or the pillory,
and the third by forty pounds or the pillory and the loss of
an ear4.
The masters, however, did not everywhere adopt
unyielding attitude. In some towns a spirit of compromise
seems to have prevailed, and here efforts were made to allay
discontent and arrive at a peaceful settlement of the griev-
ances on both sides. The agreement between the masters and
journeymen of the Weavers of Northampton recites that
1 Ibid. iii. 687.                  2 Ibid. iii. 694.                  3 Ibid. iii. 792.
4 Statutes, iv. part i. 58. The statement that" no English statutes were
called forth by the proceedings " of the yeomen gilds (Ashley, Economic
History, ii. 124) needs to be modified. The authorities at Coventry in
prohibiting yeomen gilds in 1549 relied upon Edward VI.'s statute:
Coventry Leet Book, iii. 792. Ct infra, vol. iii. 388.